POLYNESIA,	229
the chief entrances for shipping  while the reefs proude a
natural breakwater
The Fiji Islands are in the trade wind belt of the south
Pacific and as usual in such situations they ha\e a pro
nounced wet side The climate is strictly of the mid Pacific
type with the small annual range of temperature which is
the result of insularity The absolute minimum is about
63 F and the absolute maximum only about 90 F the
mean daily temperature being about 78 F Ram occurs
throughout the year but October to June are the months
of heaviest fall The amount vanes considerably from place
to place owing to the influence of the highland and m any
one year the amount and time of occurrence may vary a
great deal from the normal At Suva the annual rainfall
averages about 110 inches but on the lee side of the mountains
the total may be less than 60 inches Another feature of the
area is the occurrence of violent local storms of the hurricane
type which while not frequent are exceedingly destructive
The population of the group is now estimated to be about
206000 composed principally of Fijians (100000) Indians
(over 83 000) Europeans (over 4 000) and Chinese (2 000)
Although not a true Polynesian—in fact he is very different
in man} characteristics—the native Fijian is distinguished
by splendid physique great intelligence and marked mdepen
dence and is intent on preserving the ancient customs and
privileges of his race The British Government allows the
control of native affairs to be vested in the Fijians themselves
as far as possible Many of the Pacific groups have difficult
problems because of the mixture of racial stocks that is
taking place in some cases with great rapidity fiji is one
of such groups The presence of the large Indian colony
which will doubtless soon outnumber the Fijians is due to
the need for labour upon the sugar plantations and in the
mills of the island a form of work for which the Fijian

